Lesson Pﬂaml: “
breat Ghicago Fire

OBJECTIVES
+ By the end of the lesson, students will be able to plan at least 3 actions
they can take with their families to reduce the risk of injury from a fire.
+ By the end of the lesson, students will appreciate the importance of
individual and community responsibility to reduce fire risk.

MATERIALS
— Pre-teaching Vocabulary
— Define and Write Graphic Organizer
— Lessons from History: The Great Chicago Fire
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Write the word disaster for the students to see. Ask the students what they think
when they see/hear this word. A disaster is an event that causes great damage,
loss or suffering.

Invite students to brainstorm examples of disasters. (flood, hurricane, earthquake, tsunami, fires, explosion,
transport accident, oil spills, etc.) Ask the students to think of any disasters that have happened in their lifetime.

Let the students know that today, you are going to talk about a serious disaster that shaped a lot of how we now
live. After this disaster, people thought a lot about how they could prevent it from happening again and changes
were made to keep people safe.

PRE-TEACHING VOCABULARY

The video includes comments from both Lauren Tarshis, author of “I Survived
the Great Chicago Fire, 1871"” and Casey Grant, from the National Fire
Protection Association. Both speakers use rich vocabulary and provide
opportunities for students to expand their word comprehension.

1. Word /
part of speech —————

///
Definition _
//
//
Sentence /
/
//

Some students may benefit from exposure to the vocabulary prior to viewing
the video. The following words are used in the video:

Confined, Harrowing, Noteworthy, Outgunned, Resistant,
Drought, Embers, Firebreak, Flammable,
Experts, Fanfare, Inhabitants, Legend, Origin, Outskirts, Refuge

Select words from this list for exploration before watching the video.
Discuss the words and their meanings. Ask students to work in groups
to complete the graphic organizer.

BODY

Inform the class that you are going to show a short video about the Great Chicago

Fire. This fire took place in 1871, killed about 300 people, and is considered one of
the biggest disasters in United States history. Ask them to listen for reasons of why

the fire grew out of control. Show the video.

After watching the video, talk about the how the Great Chicago Fire became so
destructive because of multiple factors. Ask students to recall the factors discussed in
the video and expand on how these factors added to the fire problem:

Recent drought

Lots of wooden buildings and structures

Weather was hot and windy

Other recent fires left firefighters exhausted

Fire equipment was less effective than modern day options
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BODY (cont.)

Discuss what happened after the fire. People realized there were things they could do
differently to reduce the risk of having another fire as destructive as this one. Some of
the changes included using different materials so the outside of the buildings wouldn't
catch on fire as easily and building wider roads to create a firebreak to slow the spread
of fire.

While this fire was very tragic, lots of important lessons were learned and changes to
keep people safe were made as a result. Explain how tragedies still happen today but
they are seen as opportunities to learn how to make the world safer. One of the things
we have learned was mentioned by Casey Grant in the video: “Fire safety is everyone's
business.”

As a class, brainstorm a few actions taken at the different community levels to prevent
people from being injured in a fire:

e City / town: having a fire department, rules about
pulling over for emergency vehicles with lights
and sirens on, fire hydrants

*  School: fire drills each month, fire doors at tops of
stairways, alarms that everyone can reach

e Home: smoke alarms on every level and in every
bedroom, home escape plan, keep matches and
lighters away from children

City / Town

School

Home

After coming up with a few examples for each
category ask students to think about what they
could do on their own to keep themselves and
others safe from fire? Write a master list on the
board of all the actions proposed by the students.

Yourself

WRAP UP AND ASSESSMEN'T

Ask each student to select the three actions they feel would have the biggest impact
on their family’s safety and add them to the graphic organizer. Ask students to take
their work home and talk with their families about the importance of taking
responsibility for a fire safe home.

Remind everyone that most fires can be prevented and fire safety is
everyone’s business.

OPTIONAL: EX'TENSION ACTIVITIES
e Ask students to research one of the community or school
actions related to fire safety to learn about the history behind
the requirement. Why is 9-1-1 the emergency number? Who
invented the first fire hydrant? Why do school doors leading
outside open out rather than in? The sky is the limit in
investigating the roots of fire safety.

* Encourage students to read “| Survived the Great Chicago
Fire, 1871" by Lauren Tarshis or “Learning from Tragedy”
in the NFPA e-book, “Rescue Dogs, Firefighting Heroes, and
Science Facts” found at sparkyschoolhouse.org to learn more
about historical fires that shaped the way we stay safe today.

Alignment with the Common Core State Standards
English & Language Arts

Anchor Standard: Reading

Grade 3 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.3
Analyze how and why individuals,
events, or ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text.

Grade 4 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.4
Interpret words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
determining technical, connotative,
and figurative meanings, and
analyze how specific word choices
shape meaning or tone.

Grade 5 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.5
Analyze the structure of texts,
including how specific sentences,
paragraphs, and larger portions of
the text (e.g., a section, chapter,
scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.

Anchor Standard: Language

Grade 3 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.3
Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions
in different contexts, to make
effective choices for meaning or style,
and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

Grade 4 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases by using context
clues, analyzing meaningful word
parts, and consulting general and
specialized reference materials, as
appropriate.

Grade 5 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.5
Demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Anchor Standard:
Speaking and Listening

Grade 3 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.3
Evaluate a speaker's point of view,
reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric.

Grade 4 —CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.4
Present information, findings, and
supporting evidence such that
listeners can follow the line of
reasoning and the organization,
development, and style are appropriate
to task, purpose, and audience.

Grade 5 — CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.5
Make strategic use of digital media
and visual displays of data to express
information and enhance
understanding of presentations.



